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Black Civil Rights Movement & Women’s Movement
When asked about civil rights movements many Americans think of Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X. However, research shows that not only the black male leaders were the most important figures in the struggle for black freedom. History reveals that the male took their cues not just from their fellow males in the civil organizations, but their legislative ideas were mostly in response to grassroots protests which the black women were mostly the key participants. African American women had their own civil rights movements which played significant roles in both local and national organizing efforts. The efforts of women in civil rights movement are not well recognized and appreciated. Actually, even very familiar names like Rosa Parks and Coretta Scott King have just been sanitized national icons but the efforts they made in securing racial, economic and gender justice are not well recognized (Kafara 77). Nevertheless, a closer look at the women who made huge contributions to the civil rights movements sheds light on the struggles such gender equality and inclusiveness of women in male dominated careers. Despite their great contributions, women have always remained unappreciated and hidden behind the male’s big picture that has over years dominated in the renderings of the civil rights struggle. Women’s participation requires an increased conception of leadership, politics and protest because many of them participated in making significant sacrifices in the struggle for freedom. There were numerous changes in the American culture and political shaping in the 1960s as compared to the 1950s (Helanterä and Ratnieks 622). This paper examines the changes brought about by women and music in shaping the identity of the black community in Seattle through the struggle for civil rights, in dealing with the culture of gender and racial discrimination. 
One of the women who made tremendous efforts in the fight against gender discrimination in the industrial filed, though not highly celebrated was Belle Alexander. Having left home at the age of 18 years, Belle was determined to change the narrative of women only staying at home to be taken care of by their male counterparts. Belle was born and raised in Georgia and she was one of the first African Americans to work for the Boeing Aircraft. Apart from being among the first black people Belle was the first black women to work in the giant company. She worked in Boeing for three years with other very few blacks. Previously, Boeing worked with an all white workforce. However, a long campaign by the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and other civil rights groups in Seattle made them drop their exclusionary policy. When the war ended after about three years, Alexander left Boeing and started working at food service jobs in the Seattle Veterans Administration hospital. It is amazing how Alexander shares the memories of her work and life in Seattle, but her efforts and achievements are not recognized in regards to Civil Rights movements even in Women movements (Belle np). 
Music was also significant in shaping the identity of the black community in Seattle. In 1960s, there was a clash that led to different reactions between the minority groups which comprised of the African Americans living in the Central District of Seattle. There was a strong force from civil rights activists who were against some dominant issues such as employment bias against the minorities and segregation. Some of the minorities, including Belle Alexander managed to secure employment in major companies like Boeing. After training with the National Youth Association program, Alexander did not know anything about Seattle but her NYA supervisor directed her to work at Boeing. This led to the beginning of a change in the employment bias not only against the black Americans, but also against the female gender (Belle np). In addition, there was a heavy black influence in the music scene in Seattle that had been in existence for about five decades. With the black civil rights movement and women’s movements, the music scene grew out of isolation and the separateness of the black community. After the growth, music became an integral part for the black population in Seattle, serving as an outlet and escape for them. In addition, although they were the minority in the city, the music became an integral part of their identity. Although the central district grew to be more political, music continued to play a big role in shaping the identity of the black. It never went to the levels it was before 1960s. In shaping their identity, it is clear from research that music played an important role in the fight against racial discrimination and in building the black community culture (Kafara 77). 
The civil rights movement and the women’s movements emerged after a long time of African American resistance and self determination. Both resistance and self determination had significant impact on almost every aspect of the American life, ranging from politics and arts to education and foreign policy. Although they are not known to many, apart from scholars and activists, many women, mostly African American women took part in all levels of the black freedom movement as leaders, grassroots activists, strategists and theorists. Like Belle Alexander, these women constituted majority of the protestors and mostly outnumbered men in different groups like the NAACP. It is evident from research that the struggle for civil rights and the shaping of the identity of the black community could not be achieved without the participation of the black women movements. An examination of women in the civil rights and especially the participation of Belle Alexander, and the Black Power movements like the civil rights for music reveal how the struggles for justice emerged, how they operated and how they were sustained to the end (Helanterä and Ratnieks 627). 
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